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office they had created), was at last called upon by
the chief dignitaries of the Church to fill it. It was
then he rose, and striking his forehead with his fist,
uttered the memorable words, " It is here that there
is for you a Master, a Patriarch, and a God." On
this he himself officiated at the altar.

Thus by a sacrilege was effected the fusion of
temporal and spiritual power, and another, Jeremiah,
patriarch of .Constantinople, was found to give to it
such sanction as the venal adhesion of a displaced
prelate could afford. These measures affected solely
the Church of Moscow, which henceforward came to
be designated as Antichrist by a large proportion of
the nation that would not conform, including nearly
the whole of the populations of the south dependent
on Kiof: the distinction was drawn between the
Official Church and the True Church. From that
hour the Russian State contained in its breast an
immedicable wound; the knowledge of the sufferings
endured and the blood shed has, by the system of
government, been conce&led from the eyes of the
rest of the world: but the facts connected with the
revolt of Pougatcheff could not be concealed, how-
ever much its causes may have been misunderstood.
It was a StaroYirtze insurrection, and with the
slightest conduct on the part of its leader it must
have upset the throne of the Czars.